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Question
You have to write a research paper on the broad topic of stress and post-secondary students. You want to
narrow that topic down to the relationship between stress and academic performance. The research question
that best reflects this narrowed focus is:
a. How does stress affect students’ experience of post-secondary education?
b. How is the academic performance of post-secondary students affected by stress?
c. What factors determine the academic performance of post-secondary students?
d. I do not know

You have been assigned a paper on an oppressed population in Canada. You have decided to focus on systemic
racism toward aboriginal peoples. What group of key concepts best describes this particular topic?
a. aboriginal, Canada, racism
b. aboriginal, causes, racism
c. aboriginal, oppression, population
d. I do not know
You have been assigned a paper on an oppressed population in the United States. You have decided to focus on
sytemic racism toward native peoples. What group of key concepts best describes this particular topic?
a. native, causes, racism
b. native, oppression, population
c. native, United States, racism
d. I do not know
You have been assigned a paper on climate change mitigation methods in North America. You have decided to
focus on the use of nuclear power as a possible alternative energy source in Canada. What group of key concepts
best describes this particular topic?
a. Canada, climate change, nuclear power
b. climate change, limitations, nuclear power
c. effects, limitations, nuclear power
d. I do not know
You have been assigned a paper on climate change mitigation methods in North America. You have decided to
focus on the use of nuclear power as a possible alternative energy source in the United States. What group of key
concepts best describes this particular topic?
a. climate change, limitations, nuclear power
b. effects, limitations, nuclear power
c. United States, climate change, nuclear power
d. I do not know
Your professor asked you to find a book written by John White about organic farming. She cannot remember the
year it was written. What researchable information do you already have to work with?*
a. Author and some keywords
b. Author only
c. Author, title, and some keywords
d. I do not know

ACRL Performance Indicator

ACRL Frame

1.1 (Defines and articulates the
need for information)

Research as Inquiry

1.1 (Defines and articulates the Research as Inquiry; Searching as
Strategic Exploration
need for information)

1.1 (Defines and articulates the Research as Inquiry; Searching as
Strategic Exploration
need for information)

1.1 (Defines and articulates the Research as Inquiry; Searching as
Strategic Exploration
need for information)

1.1 (Defines and articulates the Research as Inquiry; Searching as
Strategic Exploration
need for information)

1.1 (Defines and articulates the
need for information)
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Question
ACRL Performance Indicator
You need to find information on what happened in Parliament last week. The best source for this type of
information is:
1.2 (Identifies a variety of types
a. Academic journal
and formats of potential sources
b. Course textbook
of information)
c. News magazine
d. I do not know
You need to find information on what happened in Congress last week. The best source for this type of
information is:
1.2 (Identifies a variety of types
a. Academic journal
and formats of potential sources
b. Course textbook
of information)
c. News magazine
d. I do not know
Your instructor requires you to use scholarly sources for your research paper in psychology. Which one of these is
a scholarly journal article?
a. Jones, L., McChar, D., & Thomas, T.E. (2003). Strategies for interventions with deceptive children. Newsletter of
1.2 (Identifies a variety of types
the Alberta Association of Psychologists, 61(2), 3.
and formats of potential sources
b. Lee, J., & Anderson, N. (2011). Assessment of deception in children. Journal of Applied Cognitive Psychology,
of information)
25(1), 135-145.
c. Smith, T. (2010). Recent studies of parents’ perceptions of deceptive children. Psychology Today, 43(5), 13-16.
d. I do not know
Your instructor requires you to use scholarly sources for your research paper in psychology. Which one of these is
a scholarly journal article?
a. Jones, L., McChar, D., & Thomas, T.E. (2003). Strategies for interventions with deceptive children. Newsletter of
1.2 (Identifies a variety of types
the Montana Association of Psychologists, 61(2), 3.
and formats of potential sources
b. Lee, J., & Anderson, N. (2011). Assessment of deception in children. Journal of Applied Cognitive Psychology,
of information)
25(1), 135-145.
c. Smith, T. (2010). Recent studies of parents’ perceptions of deceptive children. Psychology Today, 43(5), 13-16.
d. I do not know
Generally speaking, which of the following sources would NOT be an appropriate source for a first-year
psychology paper on learning and memory?
a. Fitzgerald, L.D., & Walker, A. (2005). Learning. In N. Salkind (Ed.), Encyclopedia of human development (pp. 781787). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.
1.2 (Identifies a variety of types
b. Klingberg, T. (2013). The learning brain: Memory and brain development in children. Oxford: Oxford University and formats of potential sources
Press.
of information)
c. Learning and memory. (2012). Retrieved September 6, 2013 from http://www.brainfacts.org/sensing-thinkingbehaving/learning-and-memory/
d. I do not know
Which of the following items is NOT a secondary source?
a. A work of literature such as To Kill a Mockingbird
1.2 (Identifies a variety of types
b. Books about To Kill a Mockingbird
and formats of potential sources
c. Dissertations about To Kill a Mockingbird
of information)
d. I do not know
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Information Creation as a
Process; Scholarship as
Conversation
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Contextual; Scholarship as
Conversation

Authority is Constructed and
Contextual
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Question
Which of the following examples is NOT a secondary source?
a. Books about the Cuban Missile Crisis
b. Journal articles about the Cuban Missile Crisis
c. Newspaper reports written during the Cuban Missile Crisis
d. I do not know
Which of the following choices is NOT a secondary source?
a. A book summarizing current thinking about climate change
b. A journal article reporting the results of a new study on climate change
c. A report stating the government’s position on climate change
d. I do not know
Which of the following is a characteristic of a scholarly article?
a. Contains a relevant list of references
b. Is written by a journalist
c. Provides a professor’s opinion about a controversial event
d. I do not know
Which of the following is NOT a characteristic of scholarly journals?
a. Contain short articles written by journalists
b. Often published only a few times a year
c. Written for a knowledgeable audience
d. I do not know
Generally speaking, the best place to find a scholarly article is:
a. A library database
b. The library catalogue
c. The college/university archives
d. I do not know
The most efficient way to search for reliable articles for your research paper is to:
a. Go to the periodical stacks and look through the magazines and journals
b. Search for articles in web search engines
c. Search for citations in library databases
d. I do not know
What is the purpose of the Subject Headings found in library database records?
a. They allow librarians to keep track of how many articles the library has on a topic
b. They are tags added by database users so that they can find the articles again in future searches
c. They make it easier for people to find other articles on the same topic by using a standardized way to
describe what the article is about
d. I do not know
When searching a specialized database for articles on your topic, it is recommended to use the terminology
specific to the database. Which parts of the database record are good sources for terms to use in your search?
a. Author affiliations, journal title
b. Document type, title
c. Subject headings, abstract
d. I do not know

ACRL Performance Indicator

ACRL Frame

1.2 (Identifies a variety of types
and formats of potential sources
of information)

Information Creation as a
Process; Scholarship as
Conversation

1.2 (Identifies a variety of types
and formats of potential sources
of information)

Information Creation as a
Process; Scholarship as
Conversation

1.2 (Identifies a variety of types
Authority is Constructed and
and formats of potential sources Contextual; Information Creation
as a Process
of information)

1.2 (Identifies a variety of types
Authority is Constructed and
and formats of potential sources Contextual; Information Creation
of information)
as a Process
2.1 (Selects the most appropriate
investigative methods or
information retrieval systems for
accessing the needed
information)
2.1 (Selects the most appropriate
investigative methods or
information retrieval systems for
accessing the needed
information)
2.1 (Selects the most appropriate
investigative methods or
information retrieval systems for
accessing the needed
information)
2.1 (Selects the most appropriate
investigative methods or
information retrieval systems for
accessing the needed
information)
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Question
You have to find articles on childhood vaccination and its connections to autism. To make sure you don't miss any
relevant information, the best set of keywords to use in your search would be:
a. childhood, vaccination, youth, health
b. autism, childhood, shots, causes
c. childhood, vaccination, immunization, autism
d. I do not know
You are using a psychology database to find information on the effect of family relations on teen dating violence.
Which combination of keywords will you use in your search?
a. effect, family relations, dating violence
b. effect, family relations, dating violence, teens
c. family relations, dating violence, teens
d. I do not know
Which of the following searches would give you the least number of results?
a. Canada AND history
b. Canada AND history AND women
c. Canada OR history
d. I do not know
Which of the following searches would give you the fewest results?
a. America AND history
b. America AND history AND women
c. America OR history
d. I do not know
You’ve been asked to research the question “Should schools use corporate sponsorship as a funding source?”
Which of the following searches would give you the most specific results for your topic?
a. Schools AND funding
b. Schools AND “corporate sponsorship” AND funding
c. Schools OR “corporate sponsorship” OR funding
d. I do not know
You’ve been asked to research the question “Should nuclear power be used as an alternative energy source to
help mitigate the effects of climate change?” Which of the following searches would give you the most specific
results for your topic?
a. Nuclear power AND climate change
b. “Nuclear power” AND “climate change” AND mitigation
c. “Nuclear power” OR “climate change” OR mitigation
d. I do not know
Which of the following sets of search terms would give you the least number of results?
a. election AND fraud
b. election AND fraud AND Egypt
c. election OR fraud
d. I do not know
When searching in a library database, what words would “stress*” find, in addition to “stress”?
a. distressed, distressful, stressful
b. stressed, stressing, stress-related
c. tension, pressure, strain
d. I do not know

ACRL Performance Indicator

ACRL Frame

2.2 (Constructs and implements
effectively-designed search
strategies)

Searching as Strategic
Exploration

2.2 (Constructs and implements
effectively-designed search
strategies)

Searching as Strategic
Exploration

2.2 (Constructs and implements
effectively-designed search
strategies)

Searching as Strategic
Exploration

2.2 (Constructs and implements
effectively-designed search
strategies)

Searching as Strategic
Exploration

2.2 (Constructs and implements
effectively-designed search
strategies)

Searching as Strategic
Exploration

2.2 (Constructs and implements
effectively-designed search
strategies)

Searching as Strategic
Exploration

2.2 (Constructs and implements
effectively-designed search
strategies)

Searching as Strategic
Exploration

2.2 (Constructs and implements
effectively-designed search
strategies)

Searching as Strategic
Exploration
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Question
When using Google to search for information, how can you make sure you retrieve only government websites?
a. Use “government” as one of the search terms
b. Use the advanced search options to filter your results by file type
c. Use the site: operator to search a specific domain or site
d. I do not know
Your research question is “How have recent natural disasters in the Philippines affected the mortality rate of
infants?” You enter this phrase into an article database and get zero results. Why?
a. The library does not have any articles on this topic
b. This type of information is unavailable to researchers outside the Philippines
c. The question hasn’t been broken down into searchable keywords that the database can process
d. I do not know
To physically locate a book on the shelf, you will need the:
a. Barcode number
b. Call number
c. International Standard Book Number (ISBN)
d. I do not know
How are call numbers organized in the library?
a. By author
b. By subject
c. By title
d. I do not know
Databases allow you to search for specific pieces of information in certain fields of the database record, so that
you don’t have to rely on a general keyword search. By choosing to search for Margaret Atwood in the author
field in a database, you will find:
a. Books or articles written about Margaret Atwood
b. Books or articles written by Margaret Atwood
c. Books or articles written by and/or about Margaret Atwood
d. I do not know
Databases allow you to search for specific pieces of information in certain fields of the database record, so that
you don’t have to rely on a general keyword search. By choosing to search for Toni Morrison in the author field
in a database, you will find:
a. Books or articles written about Toni Morrison
b. Books or articles written by Toni Morrison
c. Books or articles written by and/or about Toni Morrison
d. I do not know
You are searching for articles on gender discrimination in the workplace. You searched a library database using
the keywords gender, discrimination, and workplace, but got too many results. How would you refine your
keywords to get fewer results?
a. Use broader terms for workplace
b. Use narrower terms for discrimination
c. Use synonyms for gender
d. I do not know

ACRL Performance Indicator

ACRL Frame

2.2 (Constructs and implements
effectively-designed search
strategies)

Searching as Strategic
Exploration

2.2 (Constructs and implements
effectively-designed search
strategies)

Searching as Strategic
Exploration

2.3 (Retrieves information online
or in person using a variety of
methods)

Searching as Strategic
Exploration

2.3 (Retrieves information online
or in person using a variety of
methods)

Searching as Strategic
Exploration

2.3 (Retrieves information online
or in person using a variety of
methods)

Searching as Strategic
Exploration

2.3 (Retrieves information online
or in person using a variety of
methods)

Searching as Strategic
Exploration

2.4 (Refines the search strategy if
necessary)

Searching as Strategic
Exploration
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Question
You are doing research on the history of filmmaking. You searched for the term “moving picture” in the library
catalogue and no results were found. What is the most likely reason for this?
a. The search should have been limited to videos
b. The library does not have any books on this topic
c. “Moving picture” is not the best search term
d. I do not know
You are searching in a database for articles on feminism, but you are getting too many results and most of them
don’t look relevant. Generally speaking, what will happen if you use a narrower term for feminism?
a. You’ll get fewer articles, more of them on topic
b. You’ll get more articles, fewer of them on topic
c. You’ll get the same number of articles
d. I do not know
You are searching in a database for articles on pollution, but you are getting too many results and most of them
don’t look relevant. Generally speaking, what will happen if you use a narrower term for pollution?
a. You’ll get fewer articles, more of them on topic
b. You’ll get more articles, fewer of them on topic
c. You’ll get the same number of articles
d. I do not know
You’ve been given the following APA citation:
Profen, I. B. (2004). The impact of alcohol on university students' ability to concentrate during exams. College
Students, 38 (3), 30-45. doi:10.1037/0735-7044.121.1.21
What are you looking for?
a. A book chapter
b. A journal article
c. A magazine article
d. I do not know
You’ve been given the following MLA citation:
Profen, Ian B. “The Impact of Alcohol on University Students' Ability to Concentrate During Exams.” College
Students, vol. 38, no. 3, 2004, pp. 30-45.
What are you looking for?
a. A book chapter
b. A journal article
c. A magazine article
d. I do not know
You’ve been given the following Chicago citation (16th edition):
Profen, Ian B. “The Impact of Alcohol on University Students' Ability to Concentrate During Exams.” College
Students 38, no. 3 (2004): 30-45. doi: 10.1037/0735-7044.121.1.21.
What are you looking for?
a. A book chapter
b. A journal article
c. A magazine article
d. I do not know

ACRL Performance Indicator

ACRL Frame

2.4 (Refines the search strategy if
necessary)

Searching as Strategic
Exploration

2.4 (Refines the search strategy if
necessary)

Searching as Strategic
Exploration

2.4 (Refines the search strategy if
necessary)

Searching as Strategic
Exploration

2.5 (Extracts, records, and
manages the information and its
sources)

Scholarship as Conversation

2.5 (Extracts, records, and
manages the information and its
sources)

Scholarship as Conversation

2.5 (Extracts, records, and
manages the information and its
sources)

Scholarship as Conversation
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Question
You’ve been given the following Chicago Notes-Bibliography citation (17th edition):
Profen, Ian B. “The Impact of Alcohol on University Students' Ability to Concentrate during Exams.” College
Students 38, no. 3 (2004): 30-45. https://doi.org/10.1037/0735-7044.121.1.21.
What are you looking for?
a. A book chapter
b. A journal article
c. A magazine article
d. I do not know
You’ve been given the following Chicago Author-Date citation (17th edition):
Profen, Ian B. 2004. “The Impact of Alcohol on University Students' Ability to Concentrate during Exams.” College
Students 38 (3): 30-45. https://doi.org/10.1037/0735-7044.121.1.21.
What are you looking for?
a. A book chapter
b. A journal article
c. A magazine article
d. I do not know
You’ve been given the following ASA citation:
Profen, Ian B. 2004. “The Impact of Alcohol on University Students' Ability to Concentrate During Exams.” College
Students 38(3):30-45.
What are you looking for?
a. A book chapter
b. A journal article
c. A magazine article
d. I do not know
You’ve been given the following CSE citation:
Profen IB. 2004. The impact of alcohol on university students' ability to concentrate during exams. Coll Stu.
38(3):30-45.
What are you looking for?
a. A book chapter
b. A journal article
c. A magazine article
d. I do not know
You’ve been given the following ACS citation:
Profen, I. B. The Impact of Alcohol on University Students' Ability to Concentrate during Exams. Coll. Stu. 2004, 38
(3), 30-45.
What are you looking for?
a. A book chapter
b. A journal article
c. A magazine article
d. I do not know

ACRL Performance Indicator

ACRL Frame

2.5 (Extracts, records, and
manages the information and its
sources)

Scholarship as Conversation

2.5 (Extracts, records, and
manages the information and its
sources)

Scholarship as Conversation

2.5 (Extracts, records, and
manages the information and its
sources)

Scholarship as Conversation

2.5 (Extracts, records, and
manages the information and its
sources)

Scholarship as Conversation

2.5 (Extracts, records, and
manages the information and its
sources)

Scholarship as Conversation
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Question
Read the following excerpt from a news article. Which of the citations below likely refers to the research study
mentioned in the news article?
“A new study, published recently in the journal Clinical Oncology, suggests a critical breakthrough has been made
in leukemia treatment for infants. New York Times reporter Kate Jones spoke to the study’s co-investigator,
Harold Jenkins, about the significance of the study’s findings.”
a. Jenkins, H. (2013). The role of immunomodulatory agents in the treatment of infants with acute
lymphoblastic leukemia. Clinical Oncology, 6 (2), 35-48.
b. Jones, K. (2013, June 6). Researchers find key to treating babies with cancer. New York Times, pp. A1, A7-A8.
c. Shah, R. (2013). The role of immunomodulatory agents in the treatment of infants with acute lymphoblastic
leukemia. In H. Jenkins (Ed.), Clinical oncology (pp. 35-48). New York: Springer.
d. I do not know
Read the following excerpt from a news article. Which of the citations below likely refers to the research study
mentioned in the news article?
“A new study, published recently in the journal Clinical Oncology, suggests a critical breakthrough has been made
in leukemia treatment for infants. Globe & Mail reporter Kate Jones spoke to the study’s co-investigator, Harold
Jenkins, about the significance of the study’s findings.”
a. Jenkins, H. (2013). The role of immunomodulatory agents in the treatment of infants with acute
lymphoblastic leukemia. Clinical Oncology, 6 (2), 35-48.
b. Jones, K. (2013, June 6). Researchers find key to treating babies with cancer. Globe & Mail, pp. A1, A7-A8.
c. Shah, R. (2013). The role of immunomodulatory agents in the treatment of infants with acute lymphoblastic
leukemia. In H. Jenkins (Ed.), Clinical oncology (pp. 35-48). New York: Springer.
d. I do not know
Which of the following pieces of information do you NOT need for a book citation?
a. Date of publication
b. International Standard Book Number (ISBN)
c. Subtitle
d. I do not know
Which of the following pieces of information do you NOT need for a journal article citation?
a. Author
b. International Standard Serial Number (ISSN)
c. Volume number
d. I do not know
You are writing a paper about gun violence and you use information from the National Rifle Association (NRA)
website. In this case, which of the following website evaluation criteria is most important to consider?
a. Accuracy, bias, objectivity
b. Accuracy, functionality, relevance
c. Accuracy, objectivity, website domain (.com, .org, .edu, .net)
d. I do not know
For a paper on drinking and post-secondary students, which of the following would be the best website to find
authoritative information on the medical effects of alcohol use?
a. Canadian Counselling and Psychotherapy Association - www.ccacc.ca
b. Health Canada - www.hc-sc.gc.ca
c. Mothers Against Drunk Driving - www.madd.ca
d. I do not know

ACRL Performance Indicator

ACRL Frame

2.5 (Extracts, records, and
manages the information and its
sources)

Scholarship as Conversation

2.5 (Extracts, records, and
manages the information and its
sources)

Scholarship as Conversation

2.5 (Extracts, records, and
manages the information and its
sources)

Information Has Value

2.5 (Extracts, records, and
manages the information and its
sources)

Information Has Value

3.2 (Articulates and applies initial
criteria for evaluating both the
information and its sources)

Authority is Constructed and
Contextual

3.2 (Articulates and applies initial
criteria for evaluating both the
information and its sources)

Authority is Constructed and
Contextual
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Question
For a paper on drinking and post-secondary students, which of the following would be the best source for
authoritative information on the medical effects of alcohol use?
a. American Mental Health Counselors Association - www.amhca.org
b. National Institutes of Health - www.nih.gov
c. Mothers Against Drunk Driving - www.madd.org
d. I do not know
Your research topic is the effects of burning coal on air quality. Which source would most likely provide you with
objective information for your topic?
a. An interview with an influential lobbyist on a news program
b. A study featured in a peer-reviewed periodical
c. The latest annual report from a major automobile manufacturer
d. I do not know
What is ‘‘peer review’’?
a. An alternative way of publishing an article without having to submit it to a professional editor
b. A process for ensuring that academic articles have been examined by other experts in the field before
publication
c. A process for guaranteeing that the research described in articles is completely accurate and indisputable
d. I do not know
Which of the following is the best piece of information to use in helping you evaluate the quality of a video you
find on YouTube?
a. Number of views
b. Source of the video
c. Viewer comments
d. I do not know
You're researching a paper on the psychological effects of stress on students and you've found some statistics.
Which of the following statistics would be most useful for your topic?
a. The percentage of students enrolled at your institution who report drinking alcohol to relieve stress
b. The number of students reporting psychological symptoms of stress in a research survey
c. The rate of students dropping out after their first year
d. I do not know

ACRL Performance Indicator

ACRL Frame

3.2 (Articulates and applies initial
criteria for evaluating both the
information and its sources)

Authority is Constructed and
Contextual

3.2 (Articulates and applies initial
criteria for evaluating both the
information and its sources)

Authority is Constructed and
Contextual

3.2 (Articulates and applies initial
criteria for evaluating both the
information and its sources)

Authority is Constructed and
Contextual

3.2 (Articulates and applies initial
criteria for evaluating both the
information and its sources)

Authority is Constructed and
Contextual

3.2 (Articulates and applies initial
criteria for evaluating both the
information and its sources)

Information Creation as a
Process; Research as Inquiry

You are researching the effects of bitumen production on water quality in the last fifty years and you have found
some statistics. Which of the following statistics would be most useful for your topic?
3.2 (Articulates and applies initial
a. The level of lake sediment contamination in bitumen production regions
criteria for evaluating both the
b. The percentage of the caribou population that remain in northern regions
information and its sources)
c. The rate of cancer diagnoses among oil and gas industry employees exposed to bitumen
d. I do not know
You are writing an argumentative paper on school uniforms. Which of the following sources would provide the
best evidence for your argument that school uniforms prevent bullying in schools?
a. A documentary featuring interviews with students in a school where bullying is a problem
3.2 (Articulates and applies initial
b. A poll of student opinions on the impact of school uniforms on bullying
criteria for evaluating both the
c. A study comparing disciplinary records and school police data at a school where uniforms are required with a
information and its sources)
school where they are not required
d. I do not know
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Question
You are researching the dramatic decline in honey bee populations since 2007. An article written in 2007 suggests
widespread pesticide overuse is responsible for bee population decline. Another article, written in 2012,
concludes the proliferation of wireless communication devices and transmission towers to be the cause. In this
case, should you:
a. Consider that both may have valid conclusions
b. Use the 2007 article because pesticide overuse seems like a more likely cause for the decline
c. Use the 2012 article because it is more recent research
d. I do not know
You are doing research on declared religious affiliation among college students. Your professor suggests you read
work by a specific long-standing expert in the area to inform your research. After doing this, you also come across
a current scholarly article by a different scholar which contradicts some of the expert’s claims. Should you:
a. Consider the long-standing expert’s work to be outdated and proven incorrect
b. Incorporate the current scholarly article into your research along with the long-standing expert’s work
c. Ignore the current scholarly article because the long-standing expert is an established authority in this area
d. I do not know
Plagiarism is:
a. Failing to use the correct citation style when citing your sources
b. Including the ideas of another person in your writing without giving them credit
c. Using the ideas of another person instead of using your original thoughts
d. I do not know
Which of the following means to rewrite the words of an author in your own words?
a. Paraphrase
b. Plagiarize
c. Quote
d. I do not know
You are writing a paper on the connection between video game violence and aggression in teens. You are
summarizing a journal article in which the author quotes another researcher. Which of the examples below is an
acceptable reference to a source referred to in another source?
a. A 2008 study by Ferguson found no causal relationship between violence in video games and aggression in
individuals (as cited in Stenson, 2010, p. 119).
b. A 2008 study concluded that the research “‘shows no evidence of a causal relationship between violent video
game exposure and aggression’” (Stenson, 2010, p. 119).
c. Ferguson conducted a study on the relationship between violent video games and aggression in individuals,
and concluded that the study shows no causal relationship between the two variables (Stenson, 2010, p. 119).
d. I do not know
You are writing a paper on the connection between fossil fuel use and climate change. You are summarizing a
journal article in which the author quotes another researcher. Which of the examples below is an acceptable
reference to a source referred to in another source?
a. A 2010 study by Ferguson found a strong causal relationship between fossil fuel use and climate change (as
cited in Stenson, 2012, p. 220).
b. A 2010 study concluded that the research “‘shows strong evidence of a causal relationship between fossil fuel
use and climate change’” (Stenson, 2012, p. 220).
c. Ferguson conducted a study on the relationship between fossil fuel use and climate change, and concluded
that the study shows a strong causal relationship between the two variables (Stenson, 2012, p. 220).
d. I do not know

ACRL Performance Indicator

ACRL Frame

3.2 (Articulates and applies initial
Research as Inquiry; Scholarship
criteria for evaluating both the
as Conversation
information and its sources)

3.4 (Compares new knowledge
with prior knowledge to
determine the value added,
contradictions, or other unique
characteristics of the
information)
5.2 (Follows laws, regulations,
institutional policies, and
etiquette related to the access
and use of information
resources)
5.2 (Follows laws, regulations,
institutional policies, and
etiquette related to the access
and use of information
resources)

Authority is Constructed and
Contextual; Scholarship as
Conversation

Information Has Value

Information Has Value

5.3 (Acknowledges the use of
information sources in
communicating the product or
performance)

Information Has Value;
Scholarship as Conversation

5.3 (Acknowledges the use of
information sources in
communicating the product or
performance)

Information Has Value;
Scholarship as Conversation
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Question
ACRL Performance Indicator
You are writing a paper on To Kill a Mockingbird as a coming of age novel. You are summarizing a journal article in
which the author quotes another critic. Which of the examples below is an acceptable reference to a source
referred to in another source?
5.3 (Acknowledges the use of
a. Ferguson called To Kill a Mockingbird the classic coming of age novel (qtd. in Stenson 220).
information sources in
b. Ferguson refers to To Kill a Mockingbird as "a classic example of the American coming of age novel" (Stenson
communicating the product or
220).
performance)
c. To Kill a Mockingbird is considered "a classic example of the American coming of age novel" (Stenson 220).
d. I do not know
In APA citation style, you must include a DOI (digital object identifier) in journal article citations. What is the
purpose of a DOI?
5.3 (Acknowledges the use of
a. It is more stable than a URL and provides more permanent access to the article
information sources in
b. It allows you to identify the copyright holder of the article
communicating the product or
c. It shows which library database an article is found in
performance)
d. I do not know

ACRL Frame

Information Has Value;
Scholarship as Conversation

Information Has Value

* Based on a question created by Jennifer Farquhar at Suffolk County Community College. Used and adapted with permission.

ilaap.ca

This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License.

11

